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SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


June 15, 2019 


Preparing for General Synod in Milwaukee 


Grace to you and peace! It was a wonderful 
Conference Annual Meeting! Thank you again for all 
who were involved and participated! Now some of us 
move on to another exciting event - the UCC General 
Synod, June 21-25. With the theme of “Shine” (‘Let 
your light shine before others...’ from Matthew 5:16), 
delegates and visitors are preparing to arrive in 
Milwaukee, WI. 


| experience General Synod as a gathering of the 
extended community - reconnecting with friends, 
meeting new people: feeling connected to some and 
disagreeing with others. It is a time for spirit-filled worship, stimulating 
keynote speakers, lots of conversation, learning about missions and 
ministries that are happening around the country, and working together to 
make decisions and statements. 


There are 23 resolutions that will be considered by delegates. Some are 
called “Prudential Resolutions” because they affect the way we function as a 
denomination (policy, structure, procedures). Others are called 
“Resolutions of Witness” which are moral, ethical, or religious statements of 
the General Synod speaking to society and urging local churches to 
consider the issues for themselves. In the UCC, General Synod delegates do 
not speak for our local churches, but may urge them to consider issues. 


You can follow the activities and actions of General Synod through the UCC 
website (www.ucc.org) and track the resolution process through 
www.ucc.org/resolutioncenter. Also, our Southeast Conference delegates 
will be posting some reflections on our Conference Facebook page. 
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Please keep in prayer our Conference delegates (listed below) and visitors, 
as well as all of those involved in General Synod! May each of us be 
encouraged to “Shine” with God's love! 


Blessings, Char Burch 


News from the Conference Office 


Ecclesiastical Councils 


You are invited to two Ecclesiastical Councils on Monday, June 17 at 6:30 
pm at Kirkwood United Church of Christ (100 Rogers St NE, Atlanta, GA 
30317). 


e Stephanie Milton is a Member in Discernment at First Congregational 
UCC, Atlanta GA. Stephanie is currently serving as a Chaplain Fellow at 
the VA in Atlanta. 

e Ellen Green is a Member in Discernment at Pilgrimage 
Congregational UCC, Marietta GA. Ellen is currently serving as the 
Director of Children, Youth and Families Faith Formation at Lynnhurst 
Congregational UCC in Minneapolis, MN. 


If you are not able to physically come to Kirkwood UCC, you can join the EC 
through Zoom (https://zoom.us/j/332424529 by computer 1-646-558-8656 
by phone. 


Ecclesiastical Councils are the last step for those preparing for Ordained 
Ministry in the United Church of Christ. Stephanie and Ellen will spend 
some time describing their journey and call to ministry, after which there 
will be a time for those present to be able to ask questions before voting on 
approving them for Ordination on and behalf of the United Church of 
Christ. We hope you can join us, either in person or virtually. 


Invitation to Ordination 


On behalf of Safe Harbor Family Church in Clinton, Mississippi, you are 
invited to the Ordination of Thomas Coates this Sunday, June 16th at Safe 
Harbor Family Church in Clinton Mississippi. Thomas felt his call to 
ordained ministry at Safe Harbor, and we are privileged to honor his call 
and witness his ordination on Sunday, June 16. This service will be at our 6 
p.m. worship service time. Come for Coffee at 5 p.m. and give Thomas your 
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blessing as he enters this important time of consecration to the call to 
ordained ministry. Rev. Char Burch, Southeast Conference Minister, will be 
our special guest and conduct the service of ordination. 


Clergy are invited to ware robes and red stoles for the service. Safe Harbor 
Family Church UCC meets at Episcopal Church of the Creator, located at 
1445 Clinton - Raymond Rd., Clinton, MS, 39056 


SEC at General Synod in Milwaukee 


Will you be at General Synod? We would love 
to connect with you while you are in 
Milwaukee! Please fill out this online form to 
let us know you will be at Synod. If we have 
any special guests at our Caucus or any 
evening events we will send out information. 


Let your light shine before others... 


The Conference Delegates are: 


e J.R Finney, Covenant UCC, Birmingham AL 

e Kriss (Mi Yong) Choi, Open Community, Duluth, GA 

Cindy Barto, Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, GA 

Jeremy Rutledge, Circular Congregational UCC, Charleston, SC 
Carrole Moss, Victory for the World Church, Stone Mountain, GA 
Thomas Mitchell, Church of the Savior, Knoxville, TN 


Hope to see you there! 


From the Generosity Coordinator 


Annual meeting in Pleasant Hill, TN is over and was 
deemed a great success. The hospitality was great, 
the workshops were great, the worship was amazing 
and all is well as we have had a few days to get some 
rest. If you were unable to attend the meeting, your 
giving certificate has been mailed to you. We really 
appreciate all of your support. 


| learned so much and am so excited to share with 
you. As people of faith, we are called to be "good 
stewards" of the assets with which we have been 
entrusted. Good stewardship calls for financial 
planning to ensure the financial security of our families and loved ones. We 
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must consider how we will provide for the church or ministry that we love 
and serve to secure its foundation and vitality for future generations. This is 
called PLANNED GIVING. Planned gifts are a beautiful way to leave a legacy 
for you and your family. There are so many ways you can continue to 
support Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and we really appreciate all 
of your support. 


Please invite me to your church so that we can discuss other ways to 
support the denomination that we all love so much, THE UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST. | look forward to sharing with you. 


Blessings, as we journey... TOGETHER, 
Min. Carrole 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2019. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of June 17 


e Union UCC; Tougaloo, Mississippi 
e Vaughn Crowe Tipton 

e John Gill 

e Jean Norton 

e Katie Kilpatrick 


Week of June 24 
e Midway Congregational UCC; Midway, Georgia 
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Dorinda Broadnax 
Brenda Green 
Dorothy Owen 
Brice Thomas 


Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville 
AL; First Congregational, Birmingham AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta GA; First 
Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah 
GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL 


Annual Meeting Wrap-Up 


Photos from Our 53rd Annual Meeting 


You can see many more photos on our Facebook page and on our website. 


News from the Wider Church 
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National Youth Event: Unite! — 2020 


Start planning now! National Youth Event 2020 will take place at Purdue 
University in West Lafayette, Indiana on July 22-25, 2020. This is for youth 
and young adults, ages 12-22. Cost: $375. Check the website 
www.uccpages.org/nye for initial schedule and speakers! More information 
will be added throughout the summer. 


KYP: The UCC Weekly Email 


Interested in keeping up to date with news about the United Church of 
Christ? Be sure to subscribe to the weekly "Keeping You Posted" 
coordinated e-zine of news, featured items, resources, worship materials, 
and justice-action items e-mailed each Tuesday. Learn more on the UCC 
website. 


News from our Local Congregations 


Virginia Highland Pastor on Comedy Central 


Rev. Matt Laney, the Senior Pastor at Virginia Highland Church in Atlanta, 
was on Comedy Central! He was recently arrested with CC host Jordan 
Klepper for civil disobedience in solidarity with undocumented students 
who are barred every day from Georgia’s system of public higher 
education. It’s poignant and hilarious and you'll be amazed at what Jordan 
and Rev. Matt have in common. Watch HERE 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


2019 UCC Southern Region Women’s Retreat 
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UCC Sisters and Friends are invited to come and join us 
at this year’s Southern Region Women's Retreat. This e e 
event includes the United Church of Christ 
Conferences: Southern, Florida, Southeast and South cc Southern Region 
Central. Meet us in the mountains at Blowing Rock WOMEN’S 
Conference Center (BRCC) in Blowing Rock, North 

Carolina for this year’s retreat. RETREAT 


Strong Sisters’ Stories 
. . EE 
The theme for the weekend is “Strong Sisters’ 


Stories.” This fun and meaningful gathering is taking place October 18-20, 
2019 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday). This will be a time of fellowship, 
relaxation and renewal for all of us. During our time together we will 
experience Strong Sisters’ Stories brought to life through Story Sessions, 
Worship, Missions, Prayer, Free-time, Fun-time and more. 


Registration is NOW OPEN - Fill out your Registration Form and send it to 
the Registrar before the deadline (early bird deadline is August 30). (Note: 
You only need to send back pages 2 and 3 of the 3-page Registration 
packet). 


The State of Mental Health in the African-American 
Church: Past, Present and Future 


The Foundation for Therapeutic and Spiritual Services, Inc. (www.spiritual- 
empowerment.org) is proud to present its conference, “The State of Mental 
Health in the African-American Church: Past, Present, and Future”. This 
impactful conference is slated to take place June 28, 2019 (8:00 am-6:00 pm) 
and June 29, 2019 (8:00 am-3:00 pm) at the Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel and 
Conference Center. This conference will end with a VIP (Fundraiser) 
Empowerment Awards Luncheon on Saturday, June 29, 2019 from 1 pm-3 
pm. We will be honoring Bishop Dr. Barbara King and Rev. Dr. Kenneth L. 
Samuel with many other esteemed mental health awardees. We are 
planning for an attendance of 100 or more at this life-changing conference. 
Learn more online. 


Conference Calendar 


Ordination of Thomas Coates 
June 16 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm CDT 
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Safe Harbor Family Church, Clinton, MS 


Ecclesiastical Councils for Stephanie Milton and Ellen Green 
June 17 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta, GA 


UCC General Synod 
June 21 - June 25 
Milwaukee, WI 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; cburch@ser 
Assoc. Conference Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hbardol 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; c 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@sex 
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